
 

 

displayed beside the Christ-
mas tree?  
 
Christmas also brings out the 
selflessness and graciousness 
that no other celebration 
brings for a family and the 
community. We try to make 
all members of the family 
happy in the simplest way. 
Not even birthdays have the 
capacity to do this. This is not 
an ordinary holiday. 
 
 All of these emotions that we 
feel, and the kind gestures 
that we show toward one an-
other at this time of year, are a 
response to God’s love for us. 
They are what make up the 
Christmas spirit. At this time 
of year, let me take this oppor-
tunity to say Happy Christ-
mas, Happy Hanukkah and 
Happy Holidays to you all! 

T he Christmas season 
evokes the best of human-

ity. It is a time when we, as 
Christians, celebrate the spe-
cial gift of Jesus, the Messiah, 
who was given to all human-
ity. This was the greatest ex-
pression of love. 

For God so loved the world 
that He gave His only 

Son so that everyone who 
believes in Him may not per-

ish but have eternal life.  
(John 3:16) 

 
He was not given to us in ex-
change for something we had 
done ; it was through God’s 
grace. 
 
Christmas is a special celebra-
tion of love, and the greeting 
Merry Christmas should not 
be replaced with Happy Holi-
days! On the other hand, 

some may say that holiday is 
the short form of holy day 
and Christmas is indeed a 
holy day. But is this the way in 
which the expression Happy 
Holidays really evolved? I 
think that is was the opposi-
tion of non-Christians to the 
expression Happy Christmas 
that had us conform to the 
expression Happy Holidays. 
In this way, it seemed to be-
come more inclusive for all.  
 
But really, we should not have 
to remove Christ from our 
celebration. Neither is the 
Christmas tree a holiday tree. 
It was very sad when some 
schools had to replace or get 
rid of their tradition of having 
a Christmas tree in their 
school. Why couldn’t the par-
ents who objected to this 
bring their own symbols to be 

EDITORIAL: by Suiru Tunteng    

REDEVELOP Task Force rolls on... 

S ince last June, we haven’t 
communicated much 

about Task Force #2, your 
Redevelopment Task Force. 
Our Real Estate advisor, who 
was appointed by the Diocese, 
has been extremely busy, and 
had no time to focus on find-
ing a developer for our prop-
erty.  
 
In addition, as you are proba-
bly aware, the Diocese of 
Montreal has gone through 
major staffing changes over 
the last few months, most 
recently with the appointment 
of the new Executive Archdea-
con, the Ven. Bill Gray. 
 
To get the ball rolling, Pamela 
and I met with the new Execu-

tive Archdeacon in his Synod 
office downtown on Novem-
ber 12. The objective of the 
meeting was to provide the 
EAD with up-to-date informa-
tion about our situation at St. 
Barnabas, to share our vision 
with him for our parish, and 
to agree on next steps.  
 
We are happy to report that 
the EAD agrees with and sup-
ports what we have identified 
as the first and best option: to 
request through our Real Es-
tate Advisor, prior to consid-
ering other options, that the 
property be placed/listed on 
the market, with the agree-
ment that the developer will 
build a smaller worship place 
(as per our requirements) on 

the same site where we are 
currently located. We have 
communicated this request to 
the Real Estate Advisor. Regu-
lar follow-ups will take place 
to ensure that all efforts are 
made to explore this main 
option. We will keep you 
posted through the Sunday 
bulletins, or at announcement 
time in church. Thank you for 
your patience. Join us for our 
next  
CONGREGATIONAL  
Meeting: Sunday, January 
18, at noon (Hall) to learn  
and discuss more about this 
Redevelopment option. 
 

Submitted by Jacques Diotte 
Chair  

Redevelopment Task Force 
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United and Presbyterian churches. I cur-
rently conduct the small Swedish Choir of 
Montréal and sing in the chamber choir 
called Ensemble Kô. 
 
I look forward to meeting all of you over 
the coming year(s) and hope that you’ll 
feel free to come to me with suggestions 
or requests.  
 
I especially hope that some of you will 
join our choir. If you have never tried, 
take a chance. It can be a lot of fun, a 
wonderful learning and social opportu-
nity, and it’s open to those of any amount 
of musical skill. 
 

Submitted by Matthew Lane 
Music Director 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
The CHOIR is looking for new members!  
 
If you enjoy singing, whether in your car, 
in the shower, or in the opera, we would  
be happy to have you!  
 
Just speak with Matthew after the service  
or email him at:  
lanematthewc@gmail.com 
 

 

M y name is Matthew Lane and I’m 
your new Music Director at St. 

Barnabas.  
 
I’m originally from Kingston, Ontario 
and grew up in the United Church where 
I sang in the choir, played the hand 
bells, and occasionally played piano or 
guitar in church services.  
 
I started piano at age five and organ 
when I was in high school and sang in a 
variety of choirs along the way. I also 
picked up a few instruments, including 
the guitar, drums, violin and saxophone 
(some of which I still play!). 
 
I studied music composition and organ 
at Mount Allison University in New 
Brunswick, where I met my wife, Mi-
kaela Tolf. Mikaela is from Jönköping, 
Sweden, and grew up in the Swedish 
church (High Lutheran).  
 
We both came to Montréal to pursue our 
Masters’ degrees, hers in trumpet and 
mine in composition (mixed instrumen-
tal and electronics), and lived in Côte-
des-Neiges.  
 
While waiting for our first child, Ebba-
Lovica, Mikaela trained to become a dog 
groomer, which she now does full time, 
and I continued to work on my doctor-
ate degree.  
 
 
We now live in Dorval South with three 
cats, an iguana, and a second child on 
the way in May 2015. 
 
Musically, I’ve spent many years playing 
classical folk, jazz, Dixieland, rock, and a 
variety of other styles. I’ve played at  

   FEATURE: Meet your new MUSIC DIRECTOR! 
POETRY  

LITTLE BABY, JESUS! 

LITTLE BABY, LITTLE 
BABY, WHAT IS 
YOUR NAME? 

FROM WHENCE YOU 
CAME? 

ARE YOU ALL SET 
FOR FAME? 

 
 

LITTLE BABY, LITTLE 
BABY, YOU WILL 
HEAL THE LAME 
YOU’LL HAVE 
WORLD-WIDE 
ACCLAIM 

A MERE 30 YEAR 
TIME-FRAME 

 
 

LITTLE BABY, LITTLE 
BABY, WE WON’T BE 

THE SAME 
OUR LIVES YOU 
WILL CLAIM 

FOR YOUR DEATH, 
OURS IS THE BLAME 
 

 
LITTLE BABY, LITTLE 

BABY, WHAT IS 
YOUR NAME 

A MOST WONDERFUL 
NAME 

AH!  WE’LL NAME 
YOU, JESUS! 

 

Written by  

PAULETTE ARMONY 

JOSEPH      

November 3, 2014 
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T hank you to all who supported the Soup/Bake Sale/Mini Bazaar on November 9th, 2014.  
It was a great success. We hope to add new members to our committee. 

 
Upcoming Events: 

Sunday, Jan 25th, 2015: Reception after Ecumenical service 
Saturday, Jan 31st, 2015: Soul Fusion Music Entertainment & refreshments 
 
There will be a Soup Sunday and a Women’s Breakfast in the New Year. Watch this 
space for exact dates and times. 
 
On behalf of the Parish Family Life, we wish you and your families a healthy, happy and 
peaceful New Year. Merry Christmas, Happy New Year! God Bless Us All.  

Submitted by Sylvia Jones & Mabel Georges 

St. Barnabas FAMILY LIFE 

For all those born BEFORE 1945 

computer messages. We were 

born before day care centers, 

group therapy and nursing 

homes. We never heard of FM 

radio, tape decks, electric 

typewriters, artificial hearts, 

word processors, yogurt and 

guys wearing earrings. For us, 

time-sharing meant together-

ness not computers or condo-

miniums, a chip meant a piece 

of wood, hardware meant 

hardware, and software wasn't 

even a word!  

Pizzas, McDonald's and in-

stant coffee were unheard of. 

We hit the scene when there 

were 5 and 10 cent stores, 

where you bought things for 

five and ten cents. For one 

nickel you could ride a street 

car (trolley) make a phone call, 

or buy a Pepsi or enough 

stamps to mail one letter or 

two postcards. You could buy a 

new Chewy Coupe for $600, 

but who could afford one; a 

pity, too, because gas was 11 

cents a gallon!  

ln our day, cigarette smoking 

was fashionable, grass was 

mowed, coke was a drink and 

pot was something you cooked 

in. Rock music was a 

grandma's lullaby and AIDS 

were helpers in the principal's 

office.  

We were certainly not born 

before the difference between 

sexes was discovered, but we 

were surely born before the 

sex change, we made do with 

what we had, and we were the 

last generation that was so 

dumb as to think you needed a 

husband to have a baby!  

No wonder we are so confused 

and there is such a generation 

gap today! 

But we SURVIVED!!! What 
better reason to celebrate? 
 
Author unknown  

 
Submitted by Barbara Blake 

W e were born before 

television, penicillin, 

polio shots, frozen foods, ze-

ros, plastic contact lenses, 

Frisbees, and the pill. We were 

born before radar, credit 

cards, split atoms, laser beams 

and ball-point pens, before 

panty hose, dishwashers, 

clothes dryers, electric blan-

kets, air conditioners, drip dry 

clothes and before man walked 

on the moon.  

We got married first and then 

lived together. How quaint can 

you be?  

In our time, closets were for 

clothes not for coming out of. 

Rabbits were not Volks-

wagens, and having a mean-

ingful relationship meant get-

ting along well with your cous-

ins.  

We thought fast food was what 

you ate during Lent, and outer 

space was the back of the thea-

tre. 

We were born before house 

husbands, gay rights, com-

puter dating, dual careers, and 

 
A MINDFULNESS 
Workshop— 
featuring relaxation 
exercises, auto massage, 
meditation techniques, 
and much more— 
will be held at St. 
Barnabas:  
Wednesdays, January 
14—February 18, 
2015, 10:30—11:30 
a.m. (in the Lounge).  
 
Welcome to ALL.  
 
For more information, 
contact Madeleine 
Simpson. 
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MINDFUL 
@ St. 
Barnabas 

We are survivors!!!    CONSIDER THE CHANGES WE HAVE WITNESSED:  



 

 

T he Encouragers’ Group has  
resumed its activities/meetings 

since the summer break, and contin-
ues to meet on the first Tuesday of 
every month.  
 
As we look forward to a new year, I 
would like to extend an invitation to 
all of you, to come and share your 
ideas with us. The objective of the 
group is to provide support/help to 
our Incumbent, encourage existing 
ministries, and look for new oppor-
tunities to help our parish grow.  
 

In addition, at each meeting, much 
time is spent in fellowship, prayer, 
and singing. As God's people, we are 
reminded to be good stewards, and 
with His help we will succeed in pro-
viding for His mission here at home, 
and abroad.  
 
Come and join us! Upcoming meeting 
dates are: 
 
January 6th, February 3rd, and 
March 3rd 2015. 
 

Submitted by Jacques Diotte 
Convenor 

Encouragers’ Group 

 
ing together professional  
musicians to raise money for 
various charities. Now well 
into their 14th year playing, 
Soul Fusion will perform for 
our parish a selection of your 
favorite classic rock, country, 
and blues. They are a very well 
known group and have played 
in several places, especially in 
Ontario and Quebec. Needless 
to say they have many follow-
ers.  
 
The proceeds from this event 
will be allocated to the Build-
ing Fund, with 10% going to 
mission. If anyone wishes to 
help, please advise the Church 
Office (514 684-4460) or me 
(514 684-9043).  
 

 
The Encouragers’ Group, in 
collaboration with Family Life 
and many other individuals 
who have come forward, are 
pleased to announce that on 
Saturday, January 31, 
2015, beginning at 7:30pm, 
St. Barnabas will host a fund 
raising event entitled Beat The 
Winter Blues, featuring the 
group Soul Fusion Canada.  
 
It promises to be an evening 
filled with music and fun. The 
Hall will be set up to welcome 
and accommodate about 150 
people. The price of tickets, 
drinks, food, etc, has not yet 
being determined.  
 
Soul Fusion began as a fund 
raising project in 2000, group- 

 
More information to follow, 
but please reserve Jan. 31, 
2015 on your calendar. 
 

Submitted by Jacques Diotte 
Organizing Committee 

ENCOURAGERS’ Ministry 

   Soul Fusion FUNDRAISER @ St. Barnabas 

 

ANNUAL 

GENERAL 

Meeting @ St. 

Barnabas: 
 

Saturday 

February 7, 2015 

9:30  a.m. (Hall) 

 

Ministry Heads: 

Please email Angie at 

the Church Office all 

Annual Reports for 

the Vestry booklet by: 

Tuesday, January 

20, 2015. 

 

NOTE: 

There will be a Ministry 

Heads meeting on 

Wednesday, January 

14, 2015—to finalize 

the schedule of activities 

for the winter & spring. 

 

Indeed, the body does 

not consist of one 

member but of many.  

I Cor. 12: 14 
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CHRISTMAS @ St. Barnabas: 
 
December 24  4:00 p.m.: Crèche Service.  
  A simple worship service for all ages. 
          10:00 p.m.: sung Eucharist (carols, 9:30 p.m.) 
December 25   11:00 a.m.: sung Eucharist 
 

December 28 Christmas 1: 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. MORNING PRAYER.  
  Officiant: Mr. Ernest Callender, Diocesan Lay Reader 
  PCP Snacks Sunday 

 DEADLINE for return of your PLEDGE CARDS  

 

The Church Office will be closed December 28, 2014—January 5, 2015 inclusive. 

 

2015 WORSHIP & Parish Events: 
 

January 4, 2015 EPIPHANY Sun.: 8 a.m. & 10:30 a.m. sung Eucharist 

 Food collection for West Island Assistance Fund 

 Dedication of pledge cards 

 

February 17 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper, 5:30 p.m. (Hall) 

February 18 Ash Wednesday: Holy Communion services, with the   

  Imposition of  ashes:  

  9:30 a.m. (St. Barnabas Lounge)  

  7:30 p.m. joint service with Christ the Redeemer Lutheran Church (at St. 

  Barnabas Church) 

 

Please see also the Sunday School newsletter, attached with this newsletter. 

Mark your CALENDAR 

 
Riverdale High School is celebrating 
its  50th Anniversary in 2015  with a  
reunion for ALL of its graduating classes. 
 
Events will be held on May 15, 16, 17, 
2015 at the School. 
 
If you are a grad, please consider attend-
ing, and if your relatives or friends are 
Riverdale grads, please pass this info on 
to them. 
 
For more information, contact Norm 
Horner: 514-694-1189 or 
normhorner@sympatico.ca 
 
Thank you from the organizing commit-
tee. 

Submitted by Wendy Pingree 

ECUMENICAL 

Event 

Jesus said to her:  

“Give me a drink.”  

(John 4:7) 

 

At the invitation of the 

North Shore Ecumenical 

Group, St. Barnabas is 

pleased to host this year’s 

Ecumenical Service  to 

mark the Week of Prayer 

for Christian Unity on  

JANUARY 25, 2015 at 4 

p.m. 

 

The theme is water:  

Jesus & the Samaritan 

woman at the well  

(John 4: 1-42), 

& Jesus as the source of our 

life.  

 

Refreshments & fellowship 

follow in the Hall after the 

service. 
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Incumbent: 
 Rev. Pamela Yarrow 
Secretary:  
 Angie Meklenschek 
Office Hours: 
 Tues.—Thurs., 8-11 a.m., 12-3 p.m. 

N e x t  E D I T I O N  o f   
T h e  S C R I P T :  

L e n t / E a s t e r  
D E A D L I N E  f o r  s u b m i s s i o n s :  

F e b r u a r y  2 2 ,  2 0 1 5  

 

ON the LIGHTER SIDE: 

Submitted by Suiru Tunteng 

Parish  of St. Barnabas (estab. 1959) 
12301 Colin St., Pierrefonds H9A  1C3 

514-684-4460 

office@st-barnabas.qc.ca 

www.st-barnabas.qc.ca 

But, of course, responses to things 
as astounding and astonishing as 
a Saviour born in a stable cannot 
be planned or scheduled. Acts of 
devotion don’t conform to dates 
on a calendar. So this year, I’m 
keeping it simple, not structured. 
I’m trying to hold fast to the es-
sential truths of this time of the 
church year, and not fuss about 
all those things I ought to have 
done, but ran out of time for. I’ve 
unpacked the crèche scene; that’s 
the most important decoration 
for me in a season where, I be-
lieve, it’s my heart and mind and 
soul that should more appropri-
ately be decked out. 
 
I’m reminded of a phrase attrib-
uted to the late, great preacher 
Peter Marshall—who spoke about 
not observing or spending Christ-
mas (!) but rather keeping Christ-
mas, in our hearts and in our 
hope. 

My dear brothers and sisters in 
Christ, 
 
I’m one of the worst offenders. I 
know that Christmas comes at 
the same time every year, yet 
every year I’m always wrapping 
presents at the last minute, and 
scrambling to send out cards on 
time. However hard I try to plan 
and schedule all the events of 
the season, I never seem to be 
able to avoid some kind of 
Christmas rush. 
 
Which is, of course, the exact 
opposite of what I want to be 
doing at this sacred time of year. 
I want to be savouring the sanc-
tity, and hallowing all things 
related to this holiday. I want to 
be remembering a holy birth so 
long ago, and giving witness to 
this astounding act of love. 
 

That kind of keeping will take us 
from December to next Novem-
ber. That kind of hope will hold 
us and keep us focussed in our 
faith, whatever the season, what-
ever our circumstances. 
 

What has come into being in 
Him was life, and the life was 

the light of all people.  
(John 1: 4) 

 
May you be blessed with the 
knowledge of Christ’s light, and 
life, and love, this Christmas and 
always.  
 
In His Service, 
 
Pamela Yarrow 
Incumbent 

PAMELA’S PIECE 

...to be of Christ, in Christ, and to proclaim Christ’s love in this world. 

E D I T O R I A L  S T A F F :  
Suiru Tunteng: 
 stunteng2010@hotmail.com 
Peter Davies: 
 peterdaviesc@aol.com 
P H O T O S :  
 R. Haines 


