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ANNUAL VESTRY Meeting, February 10, 2018, 9:30 a.m. 
AGENDA 

Opening prayer 
Recording of memorial names 
Appointment of Vestry Clerk 
 
Welcome, regrets 
 
Adoption of Agenda 
 
1. Acceptance of Minutes: Annual Vestry Meeting, Feb. 25, 2017 
o Business arising from the Minutes  
 
2. Incumbent’s Report 
 
3. Omnibus motion to accept Ministry Reports in the Annual Report Vestry Booklet 
 
4. Election of Church Officers: 
• People’s Warden: 
• Deputy People’s Warden: 
• Synod Delegates:  

o Alternate Synod Delegates:  
• Financial Statement Reviewers:  
 
5. Appointment of Church Officers: 
• Rector’s Warden: Madeleine Fortin Simpson 
• Deputy Rector’s Warden:  
• Ministries licensed by the Bishop:  

o Communion Helpers 
o Chapel Prayer Ministers 
o Lay Eucharistic Ministers  

• Bank authorization/signing Officers: any 2 of—Incumbent, Rector’s Warden, 
People’s Warden, Treasurer 
 
6. Other business:  
• Implementation Team, Redevelopment Project: update 
• Vocational Diaconate 
• Volunteers: positions available 
Expression of Thanks 
 
Adjournment: to reconvene on or before Mar. 10: to consider:  

Financial Statements & Reviewers’ Report 
2018 Proposed Budget 

 
Closing Grace 
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INCUMBENT’S Report 2017 
 
(Jesus) found Philip and said to him, “Follow me.”...Philip said to (Nathanael), “Come and see.” 

(John 1: 43, 46) 

 
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 
 
Come and see what’s been happening at St. Barnabas this past year: instability and change. As 
I reviewed the events of this past year, I noticed these (scary) themes reoccurring. We continue 
in a period of uncertainty about the future of this church building; and we have absorbed and 

adjusted to many changes over the past 12 months. 
 
Significant among these have been changes in the body of Christ, in volunteers who have 
served the Lord and this congregation in a variety of ministries. The most obvious of these, of 
course, is the retirement of St. Clair Codrington as Treasurer and Sexton in May, 2017. St. Clair’s 

sometimes quiet, sometimes obvious, role in so many ministries in this parish over the years is 
impossible to summarize here. Suffice it to say we took two occasions to honour and celebrate 
St. Clair’s contributions—first with a light luncheon after a Sunday service at the end of May; then 
later, more formally, when our Bishop, Mary Irwin-Gibson, made a special parochial visit to St. 
Barnabas in October, to present St. Clair with the Bishop’s Award for the Archdeaconry of St. 
Lawrence. We’re all still smiling in our hearts about that. 

 
In the spring, we were fortunate to hire Nat Goodridge as our new Sexton. In light of the revised 
job description and reduced work hours that the Board of Management developed for this 
position, we especially appreciated Nat’s willingness to work out with us some of the necessary 
adjustments. And speaking of the Board of Management, in the fall we were pleased to 
welcome our new Treasurer, Jacques Diotte, who has brought his characteristic thoroughness 

and dedication to his new role. 

 
I also want to heartily thank the other members of the Board of Management: the People’s 
Warden, Steve Callender, who is always willing and thoughtful in the fulfillment of his duties; and 
the Deputy Rector’s Warden, Madeleine Fortin Simpson, who brings her compassion and 

commitment to all she does. We were saddened that, mid-year, the Deputy People’s Warden, 
Edward Dwarka, had to step down, for personal reasons, from his responsibilities. And I want to 
say a personal thank you to outgoing Rector’s Warden, Faustina Hadaway, who persevered 
through many challenges to honour her commitment to this parish and to her Lord. In truth, I give 
thanks to all the members of the management team, for their faithfulness and generous sharing 

of their gifts. They make the smooth running of this parish possible, sometimes even pleasurable! 
And speaking of smooth running: further thanks goes to Lorne Roberts, our omnipresent and 
multi-talented Building Manager, who still beats me into the building every day! 
 
As right-hand men to the Board of Management, outgoing Envelope Secretary Ron Edwardson, 
and his long-time assistant, Peter Davies were gracious in assisting us as we implemented the 

new envelope software, ChurchWatch, now being used in the Church Office to record 
donations made by identified givers. We thank Jacques Diotte, former People’s Warden, and 
newly-appointed Envelope Secretary, Kimberly Shane, for their perseverance in installing and 
working out the glitches in this new system. 
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I think one of the strengths of St. Barnabas is our fluid worship style, which includes both 
traditional and modern liturgies, and a variety of participants who share a range of spiritual gifts. 
I thank Matthew Lane, our Music Director, for his consummate professionalism and unfailingly 
sensitive integration of music and instruments to our worship—not to mention the dedicated 

choir members, who continue to surprise me with variations and descants when I least expect it. 
Everyone also knows my deep appreciation for the beautiful contributions made to our services 
by the Bells of St. Barnabas, under the able leadership of Sari Tuominiemi. 
 
We are also fortunate to have in our midst Lay Readers Ernest Callender and Christian Stephens, 
who regularly lead and assist in worship and preaching. Chris also was kind enough to take on 

the role of Coordinator of Servers, and by the fall had recruited and helped train several new 
members (of all ages!) to the Guild. Behind the scenes, the members of the Altar Guild continue 
their ministry of preparation of the altar for worship—despite the illness of some long-time 
members, but with the expert and good-humoured leadership of Altar Guild Directress, Debbie 
Shane. Check out her regular postings of Holy Humour in the sacristy. 

 
On a more serious note: we continue our monthly focus on Stewardship Sundays, and in 
February were pleased to welcome St. Barnabas’ former Incumbent, the Ven. Alan Perry, back 
to the pulpit. While we have enjoyed many inspirational and informative Stewardship Stories and 
Minutes for Mission on the third Sunday of each month, we clearly have more work to do in this 

area. A careful reading of the detailed report of the Envelope Secretary (later in this booklet) 
clarifies the sobering realization that, while this past year marked an increase in the number of  
envelope donors, we also saw a decrease in total amount of money given. A similarly 
downward trend can also be noted in our average Sunday attendance (reported in the 
Parochial Statistics), which, while still healthy, is not growing as we would like. Also, sadly, 
decreasing in number are the pastoral visits I have been able to make in this last year, often 

because of more pressing duties related to my responsibilities as Archdeacon of St. Lawrence. 
 
However, the children of our Sunday School, happily, are growing, and increasing their 
participation in our Sunday services with their songs, readings, Lenten Bean Jars, and 
Stewardship popcorn presentation (you had to be there!). Special thanks to tireless and 
dedicated Superintendent Debbie Shane, and assistants Marie Claire Callender and Jamie 

Callender. 
 
On the subject of education for adults: in order to encourage Bible reading and engagement 
with the Scriptures, this past year we increased our use of the projection screens (at the 10:30 
a.m. service) to include all the appointed Bible readings every week (not just translations of 
French readings, as previously). We also continued our long-standing tradition of the Anglican-

Lutheran Lenten Worship and Study series, based, this past year, on the theme of: The love of 
Christ urges us... (2 Cor. 5: 14-21). 

 
We also enjoyed another year of fellowship at Family Life events: Soup Sundays--to welcome us; 

family breakfasts—to feed our minds and souls and bodies (e.g. in April: a moving and 
informative presentation by Sylvia Jones about her former neighbour and social activist, Viola 
Desmond; in December, a similarly engaging talk by Tristan Mak about his school trip to India); 
and the famous Fall Fair—to improve our bottom line! We heartily thank Sylvia and all the 
members of the Family Life group for their faithfulness. 
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Beyond the parish: we shared the celebrations of our Lutheran sisters and brothers for the 500th 
anniversary of the Reformation by hosting, in May, a Celebration concert. At Christmas, we were 
happy that our very own 3 wise women—Wendy Pingree, Jeannette Barr, and Sandra Everitt— 
responded to the call, and successfully organized the distribution of Christmas Baskets in the 

community. And further to the ongoing Archdeaconry Consultations, which have been 
considering ways the church can be more missional, or outward-looking: we are happy to report 
that Kimberly Shane, our Office Coordinator, is participating in discussions about ways to have a 
more intentional and integrated social media presence on the West Island.  
 
At St. Barnabas, Kimberly functions as our ongoing parish website manager. Over the summer, 

we updated the text of the St. Barnabas website, and did some re-formatting to make the site 
more engaging and user-friendly. Thanks to Bill Shane, our unofficial but always obliging 
technical advisor for this, and so many other, projects.  
 
Speaking of projects: I would like to end on a further note of thanks to Jacques Diotte, Chair of 
the Redevelopment Implementation Team, and Sandra Everitt, his assistant on the Team, for 

continuing to shepherd us forward in discussions with the developer, Stanford Properties, and 
their new architect. At the time of this writing, negotiations have just begun with the City of 
Pierrefonds to build a new, smaller, St. Barnabas Church on this site, with the remainder of the 
property to be sold for redevelopment as seniors housing. 
 
Which brings me to the graphic repeated below: the fresh expressions of church that we have 

been learning about in the Archdeaconry Consultations challenge us to consider more effective 
ways of reaching out to people who are not currently church-goers, and who, in fact, may know 
(or care) little about organized religion. Fresh expressions of church encourage us to reconsider 
our attachment to buildings and traditions (Anglican or otherwise), and prioritize instead our 
attachment to Jesus, and following faithfully to the unexpected places where He may lead us. 

 
Or, as a recent comment that appeared in the devotional booklet Forward Day by Day phrased 
it: Jesus is always asking us to follow, to see what is around the next bend. What we find is never 
quite what we expect. It is always something more. (January 11, 2018) 
 
Similarly here at St. Barnabas, we don’t know what’s around the next bend. But we are called to 

come and see what’s around the next bend. We are called to follow Jesus, faithfully and 
hopefully, trusting in God’s Presence and enlightened by His Spirit. 
 
In His service, 
Pamela+ 
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Parochial Statistics 
 
 

 2015 2016 2017 

# families on parish list 60 60 60 

# individual members 83 81 78 

TOTAL # on parish roll 276 274 271 

# Identified Givers 101 107 112 

# Easter HC 204 253 210 

# Christmas HC 228 210 159 

Aver. Sun. attendance 95 96 90 

# Baptisms 1 4 4 

# Weddings 0 1 0 

# funerals 4 5 6 

 
 
 
 

Incumbent’s Parochial 
Statistics 

2015 2016 2017 

# hospital visits 30 20 11 

# home Communions 20 14 12 

# home visits 19 17 7 

TOTAL: 
 

69 51 30 
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Minutes of the Annual Vestry Meeting, February 25, 2017 
 
Dear Fellow Parishioners, 
 
I regret to inform the Vestry that, due to an accidental misfiling of the handwritten 
minutes recorded on February 25, 2017, the minutes of the 2016 Annual Vestry Meeting 
appear to have been destroyed and cannot be recovered. I take full responsibility for 
this error and I apologize.  
 
As a result, some information is unavailable. It was not possible to attribute the names of 
movers and seconders of motions and some discussion points may have been omitted. 
If the individuals who supported motions or contributed to discussions wish to advise the 
Vestry Clerk, the corrections will be included, at the February 10, 2018 Annual Vestry 
Meeting, as errors or omissions in the minutes. Please send these corrections to 
Sandra.everitt@mcgill.ca.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sandra Everitt 
2017 Vestry Clerk 
 

ANNUAL VESTRY MEETING MINUTES 
FEBRUARY 25, 2017 

 
The meeting was called to order at 9:40 a.m. by Archdeacon Pamela Yarrow and 
opened with prayer.   
 
Archdeacon Pamela Yarrow read the names of parishioners who passed away in 2016: 
Desda McInnis, Agnetta Mitchell, Kathleen Salvador, Richard Spicer. May they rest in 
peace and rise in glory. 
 
Sandra Everitt was appointed as Vestry Clerk. 
 
39 people attended: 38 persons signed in (original signatures list attached): Patricia 
Clegg, Lorne Roberts, Bev Jarvis, Jeannette Barr, Nancy Willison, Sheila Farthing, Jean 
Codrington, St. Clair Codrington, Victor Marshall, Edward Dwarka, Sandra Everitt, Mabel 
Georges, Debbie Shane-Galt, Winston Griffith, Wendy Pingree, Faustina Hadaway, 
Kathleen Davies, Geoffrey Alleyne, George Thomas, Sandra Frost, Bob Turpin, Joan 
Turpin, Steve Callender, Norma Griffith, Hazel Sandiford, Margaret Ann Thomas, 
Jacques Diotte, Joan Stephens, Christian Stephens, Trudy Vatcher, Peter Vatcher, 
Lenora Brown, Darleen Diotte, Linden Rogers, Ron Edwardson, Ernest Callender, Keith 
Gaskin, Robert Everitt.  
 
Archdeacon Pamela Yarrow welcomed everyone and gave regrets from: Madeleine 
and Rodney Simpson, Betty Anderson, Suiru Tunteng, Peter Davies, Sylvia Jones, Audrey 
and Marcia Clarke, George Griffith, Diana Brossard. 
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Adoption of the Agenda was accepted with no objections. Carried. 
 
Addition to the Agenda: There were no additions to the Agenda. 
 
1. Acceptance of Minutes. 
Motion to omit reading of the 2016 minutes was accepted with no objections. Carried.  

 
Motion to accept the minutes of the Annual Vestry Meeting held on February 6, 2016 
was accepted with no objections. Carried. 
 
Errors or omissions: 
S. Farthing corrected page 13 as follows: There IS a difference between the Sunday 8:00 
and 10:30 a.m. services. The 8:00 service follows the service of the Book of Common 
Prayer, while the 10:30 service uses the Book of Alternative Services. 
 
The Minutes were accepted with this correction. No objections. Carried. 
 
There was no business arising from the Annual Vestry Meeting of 2016.  
 
2.  Incumbent’s Report 
Archdeacon Yarrow’s Annual Report was reproduced in the 2017 Annual Vestry Report 
booklet.  
 
The Incumbent’s report highlighted the following: 
This year St. Barnabas ended its relationship with Khoury Development and is awaiting 
the specifics that will be provided by the new developer – Stanford Development. 
 
There continues to be steady growth in the parish: average attendance at Sunday 
services increases slightly each year; there were more worshippers at Easter this year 
and there are more regular envelope donors than in previous years. 
 
Archdeacon Yarrow recognized the many efforts of our dedicated Musical Director, 
Matthew Lane and the contributions to our worship of the Choir, Hand Bell Choir, St. 
BarnaBrass and guest musicians. Also, the participation of the Sunday School and youth 
adds to the richness of services at St. Barnabas. Family Life and our ongoing relationship 
with the Lutheran Church enrich our fellowship. 
 
The celebration of the 50th year of worship in our current building was a highlight this 
past June. 
 
This year the Stewardship Team undertook a visitation of parishioners whom we see less 
often at services to ascertain how we may better serve them. 
 
Recognition of our many faithful workers: Kimberly Shane, who admirably runs the 
Office and has provided a FaceBook presence, Jacques Diotte, our outgoing People’s 
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Warden, who serves in many capacities and also chairs the Redevelopment 
Committee, all members of the Board of Management, St. Clair Codrington, who will be 
sorely missed as he retires, Lorne Roberts, our faithful Building Manager and Debbie 
Shane, Altar Guild Directress and Sunday School Superintendent. 
 
Archdeacon Pamela Yarrow moved the acceptance of her report. No objections.  
Carried.                                                                          
 

Discussion of the Incumbent’s Report:  
Madeleine Fortin-Simpson confirmed that the identified givers in the Parochial Statistics 
relates to the Envelope Secretary’s report, p. 20.     
 
No further discussion.        
 
3. Ministry Reports                                                                 
Omnibus motion to omit reading and accept Ministry Reports in the Annual Report was 
accepted with no objections. Carried.  
 
Discussion:   
There was no discussion of the Ministry Reports. 
 
Archdeacon Yarrow thanked all Ministry heads for their works of faithfulness. 
 
 4. Presentation of Financial Statement & Reviewers' Report:                                                                  
A brief overview of the Financial Statements was given by St. Clair Codrington, 
Treasurer.  
 
Motion to adopt: St. Clair Codrington moved the acceptance of the Financial 
Statements. No objections. Carried. 
 
Discussion of the Financial Report: 
Archdeacon Yarrow thanked the Treasurer for his stewardship of financial records. It 
was announced that St. Clair Codrington would resign the Treasurer’s position as well as 
his position as Sexton of St. Barnabas Church on May 1, 2017.  
 
It was also announced that the Envelope Secretary position will be incorporated into 
the responsibilities of the Office Coordinator, who will use new software to be installed 
on the Church Office computer, called ChurchWatch, to record the weekly envelope 
giving and produce the financial receipts for tax purposes. Ron Edwardson was 
thanked for his many years of service as Envelope Secretary. 
 
5. Presentation of 2018 Proposed Budget: was made by Jacques Diotte, who also 
provided brief explanations.  
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• On page 34, it should be noted that as of June 2017 the new Sexton will have 
fewer hours per week than the previous Sexton.  

 
Jacques Diotte moved the acceptance of the Budget for 2017.  No objections. Carried. 
 
Discussion: 
There was no discussion of the report or proposed budget. 
 
The Incumbent thanked the People’s Warden for his diligence. 
 
6. Election of Church Officers: 
The report of the Nominating Committee was displayed on a slide presentation. 
The Nominating Committee consisted of Madeleine Fortin-Simpson, Peter Vatcher and 
Archdeacon Pamela Yarrow. 
 
The following people have accepted to let their names stand for the stated positions: 

People’s Warden: Steve Callender 
Deputy People’s Warden: Edward Dwarka 
Synod delegates: Geoffrey Alleyne, Christian Stephens 
Alternate Synod delegates: Peter Vatcher, Victor Marshall 
Financial Reviewers: Peter Vatcher, Victor Marshall 
North Shore Ecumenical Cttee: Sandra Everitt 
PCP Board liaison: Darleen Diotte 

 
Nominations were invited from the floor: no additional nominations. 
 
Motion to close nominations and accept the slate by acclamation was accepted with 
no objections. Carried.  
 
The Chair thanked all who have agreed to serve in the coming year. 
 
7. Appointment of Church Officers: The Incumbent was pleased to announce that the 
following persons have accepted the appointments listed below: 

• Rector's Warden – Faustina Hadaway, continuing for the second year of her 
incumbency 

• Deputy Rector's Warden – Madeleine Fortin-Simpson, continuing for the second 
year of her incumbency 

• Altar Guild Directress: Debbie Shane. 
• Vestry Clerk: Sandra Everitt 

 
• Ministries licensed by Bishop:  

Communion Helpers: The following were proposed to be presented to the Bishop 
as communion helpers: Richard Abrokwa-Ampadu, Patricia Clegg, Jean 
Codrington, St. Clair Codrington, Peter Davies, Jacques Diotte, Ron Edwardson, 
Sandra Everitt, Sheila Farthing, Faustina Hadaway, Beverly Jarvis (Senior 
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Residences only), Hazel Sandiford, Debrah Shane, George Thomas, Joan Turpin 
(Senior Residences only), Peter Vatcher and Licensed Lay readers: Ernest 
Callender, Christian Stephens. 
 
Chapel Prayer Ministers: The following were proposed to be presented to the 
Bishop as Chapel Prayer Ministers: Diana Brossard, Lenora Brown, Patricia Clegg, 
St. Clair Codrington, Beverly Jarvis, Wendy Pingree, Jannett Ridguard, Hazel 
Sandiford, Joan Stephens, Margaret-Ann Thomas, Joan Turpin. 
 
Lay Eucharistic Ministers: The following were proposed to be presented to the 
Bishop as Lay Eucharistic Ministers: Patricia Clegg, Jean Codrington, St. Clair 
Codrington, Hazel Sandiford and Licensed Lay Readers: Ernest Callender, 
Christian Stephens. 
 

Motion to accept the slate by acclamation was accepted with no objections. Carried.  
 

The Incumbent thanked all those who have agreed to serve in these positions. She also 
announced that Jacques Diotte, the outgoing People’s Warden, has agreed to assume 
the position of Treasurer. 
 
Bank authorization/signing Officers: the Chair announced that the signing officers for 
the parish for the year 2017 will consist of any 2 of the following:   

Archdeacon Pamela Yarrow (Incumbent), Faustina Hadaway (Rector`s Warden), 
Steve Callender (People`s Warden), Jacques Diotte (Treasurer) 
 

8. Other Business:  
 
Motion to disband task forces: 
It was moved by Jacques Diotte, Chair, Redevelopment Task Force and seconded by 
Geoffrey Alleyne, Chair, Relocate Task Force that the Redevelopment, Relocate and 
Merge Task Forces be disbanded as of Feb. 25, 2017, with sincere thanks for the 
information and resources they provided to help the congregation explore the options 
available. 
 
Background: In December 2016 the Diocese decided to sign an Offer to Purchase for 
the St. Barnabas property. Therefore, the Task Forces have become redundant. 
 
Motion was accepted with no objections or amendments. All in favour. Carried.  

Implementation Team of the Redevelopment Project, update: 
The Implementation Team has met to discuss the implications of the Offer to Purchase 
from a development company, and to plan for an eventual move to a temporary 
location and then to a new church building.  
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It was acknowledged that our future situation is not yet established and might include 
an invitation to another congregation to share or merge with us in our new building on 
the current site. 
 
Appeal for volunteers: 
The Chair reminded attendees of the need for additional volunteers for Stewardship 
activities and as Counters. 

 
Hymns: 
Jean Codrington stated her opinion that the new hymns are appreciated at the 10:30 
service, but requested that time be provided before the service to practice unfamiliar 
music. 
 
9. Expression of Thanks: 

• Archdeacon Pamela Yarrow expressed thanks to everyone who attended and 
to Bill Shane for his technical assistance.  

• She thanked St. Clair Codrington, Lorne Roberts, and Jacques Diotte for 
preparing the Hall for the meeting. 

• She thanked Darleen Diotte for preparing coffee and refreshments.  
 

A motion to adjourn was unanimously accepted.  
 
The meeting was closed with Grace. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sandra Everitt 
Vestry Clerk 2017 
 

 
 

Warden’s Report 
2017 has been an interesting year at St. Barnabas. The parish has undergone some 
changes, and the most noticeable of these was St. Clair Codrington’s retirement. After 
many years of service, St. Clair decided to retire in the spring, leaving two open 
positions.  
 
The first was Treasurer. Faustina Hadaway took over temporarily so that we could find 
someone who was willing to take the position. Jacques Diotte agreed to step in with 
hopes that someone will assist him, or take over, permanently. Hang in there Jacques—
we are looking! Thank you both for stepping up, and thank you very much St. Clair, for 
being instrumental in the training of these two faithful people. 
 
The second position was Sexton.  It was filled by Nat Goodridge, who is doing a very 
good job. Although he’s not there full-time like the previous Sexton was, he still manages 
to keep the church spic and span.  
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At times, being a Warden has been challenging for me. Especially when I’m dealing 
with renters and rushing to meetings after work. But I find relief in knowing that when 
God made me, He knew these things were going to happen and he built me tough 
enough to get through them. 
 
Something I noticed as a Warden is the lack of volunteers. It always seems to be the 
same people. I would like to change that, and see more people get involved. Many 
hands, as they say, make light work, and it would be nice to reward those who serve us 
so diligently by offering them a hand, or giving them a breather. Not to mention that 
stewardship is about more than donating money. Stewardship is about giving your time 
and talents, too. If we want to be good stewards, we have to be willing to do as much 
as we can do, every one of us.  
 
I would like to thank Faustina for her three years of service as Rector’s Warden, and I 
look forward to working alongside incoming Rector’s Warden, Madeleine Fortin 
Simpson. 
 
I would also like to thank Lorne Roberts for his dedication in the upkeep and 
maintenance of the church, and for always doing it with a smile.  
 
I look forward to the new challenges to come in 2018 and thank you for your support 
and prayers.  
 
Sincerely, 
Steve Callender  
People’s Warden   
 
 

(Adult) Bible Study Report 
MONDAY evening 

 
Dear St. Barnabas community, 
 
The Monday night Bible study has been on hold for a few months, although we would 
like to continue in the weeks to come. We also meet every Sunday morning, at 10 a.m., 
to pray and study the Word. We have been blessed to have this time together. 
 
For more information, you can contact me or the Church Office. May God bless you 
and shine His light upon you. Amen.  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Ernest Callender  
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Adult Bible Study: WENESDAY afternoon 
 

Our Bible Study is held on the first and third Wednesday of every month at 1:30 p.m. in 
the Lounge. Before we begin, our group opens in prayer and enjoys tea and cookies. 
The study we did this year was called Twelve Women of the Bible. We all take part and 
read selections aloud. We talk about what has been read and answer the study 
questions. Then we close with prayer. 
 
The group also puts together a Christmas Basket. We help St. Thomas à Becket Roman 
Catholic Church with supplies for the homeless, and they give them to their Angels of 
Mercy to distribute.    
 
God Bless,  
Bev Jarvis 

 
 

 
(St. Martha’s) Altar Guild Report  

 
First, thank you to all the Altar Guild members for their help during 
this past year. A job well done, as usual!  

 
In 2017, we welcomed two new members to the Guild: Carol Yearwood and Rosalind 
Alleyne. It’s great to have them on board since they are very much needed. At the 
moment, we have four teams of three and one team of two. We are down three 
members from 2016; two have stepped down and one is temporarily off the schedule. 
  
We are always looking for new members—both men and women are welcome. This is 
an important ministry because we prepare the church for all services, including special 
occasions.  
 
We got brand new Advent candles just in time for Advent this year. The Advent wreath 
looked wonderful. Unfortunately our Paschal Candle was ruined earlier in the year… but 
not to worry, a new one is in the works. 
 
Once again, I am very grateful for all the Altar Guild members who serve with 
dedication and faithfulness, and who work so well together as a team. 
 
Please find below the Financial Report from our Treasurer, Joan Turpin. 
 
Cheerfully in Christ, 
Debbie Shane 
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(St. Martha’s Altar Guild) Financial Report 2017 

 
Opening Balance   $193.08 
Free Will Offering       98.62 
Total       291.70   
      
Bank Service Charges      26.00 
       265.70 
 
African Palms       60.00 
Closing Balance   $205.70 

 
 
 

Christian Unity Fellowship Group 
 

In 2017, the North Shore Ecumenical Committee decided to change its 
name. After much discussion, Christian Unity Fellowship was chosen as 
the name for this group, which has representatives from various 
Christian denominations on the West Island. 

 
The group meets approximately monthly with the member parishes hosting the 
meetings. Our three main activities each year are the organization of: 
 an Advent service 

a combined service followed by dinner in a nearby restaurant during the Week 
of Prayer for Christian Unity 

a Walk of Faith on Good Friday 
 

This year, it was decided that the group would not hold an Advent service, but instead 
invite member congregations to attend the services of the other churches in our group.   
 
The service for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity was held at St. Luke’s Roman 
Catholic Church in Pierrefonds, and was followed by dinner together at La Porte 
Greque. All who attended gave positive feedback and reported enjoying the spirit of 
community and sharing. 
 
The Walk of Faith took place on a chilly but bright day, and was well attended by 
parishioners of our member churches, as well as by other members of the community 
who joined in as the march progressed. Despite some problems with the sound system, 
all who participated felt that it was a successful endeavor. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sandra Everitt 
St. Barnabas Representative  
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Christmas Food Baskets 
 
After many years of coordinating our annual food basket 
outreach program, St. Clair and Jean Codrington stepped 
down from their position as heads of this ministry. This year, the 
program was coordinated by Wendy Pingree, Jeanette Barr,   
and Sandra Everitt. 

 
In December, St. Barnabas provided Christmas food baskets to 13 families. The families’ 
names were provided by the Fonds de Dépannage. Four turkeys were also purchased 
and sent to Mile End Mission to help with their Christmas dinner. 
  
We must express our thanks to many people: 
Thanks to the groups and individuals in the parish who volunteered to provide a food 
basket for a family—eight families were provided for in this way. 
 
Thanks to all who generously donated cash and food items to fill an additional five 
baskets. The surplus of the collected funds provided a nice donation to the Fonds de 
Dépannage for their ongoing work of feeding the hungry in our community. 
 
Thanks to Stacy Monk, Robert Everitt, and Tristan Mak for their help in delivering the 
baskets. 
 
Thanks to St. Clair and Jean for guiding us and answering many questions along the 
way. 
 
Thanks to St. Clair for delivering the four turkeys to Mile End Mission. 
 
Thanks to Ven. Pamela for her support and advice as we learned the ropes. 
 
Thanks to Kimberly Shane, in the Office, for her help, and for being our liaison with the 
Fonds de Dépannage. 
 
Thanks to both Pamela and Kimberly for the amazing poster they made. 
 
And my personal thanks to Jeanette and Sandra for all their help with shopping, 
packing, delivering, phone calls, and keeping everything organized. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Wendy Pingree, Jeanette Barr, and Sandra Everitt 
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
Balance in Food Basket account from previous years………………………………. $506.00 
Donations collected in 2017………………………………………………………………. $820.00 
                                                                                Total………………………..………$1,326.00 
 
Expenses (purchases for the baskets)…………………………………………………… $402.26  
Donation to the Fonds de Dépannage………………………………………………… $417.74 
 
**NOTE** The donation was made in January 2018. 
                                                                                Total Expenditures……….………. $820.00 
 
Balance in Food Basket account……………..…………………………………………. $506.00 
 
 

 
Coffee Convenors 

 
Coffee Hour, 8:00 a.m. service 
The coffee hour continues to be well attended. 
Thanks to those who have contributed and to those who have 
helped with washing up afterwards. 
 
Financial Report: 
January 1, 2017 Balance     $23.57 
Receipts     $525.92 
Expenses     $464.54 
December 31, 2017 Balance    $85.13 
 
Held over for 2018     $25.13 
Donated to Church General fund   $60.00 

 
Expenses: Coffee, cream, sugar, tea bags, muffins, cookies, cake, hot cross buns, juice. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kathleen Davies 
 
 
Coffee Hour, 10:30 a.m. service 
Please note that on the second Sunday of each month, our free will offering is sent to 
Suitcases for Africa to pay for our sponsored child, Victor`s, schooling.  And thanks to 
your generosity we sent $584.35 to this cause.  
 
Thank you to the faithful people who make this Sunday coffee ministry possible. 
 
Due to health or work reasons, three people on our roster have had to step down. 
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Consequently, we are very short of people to make coffee and to clean up afterward. 
Are you able to help?  Please contact me or the Church Office if you can. 
 
In our Lord’s Service,  
Darleen Diotte 
 

Financial Report 
Revenue: 
Balance from 2016      $61.25 
Free Will Offering    $263.93 
Total      $325.18 
Expenses: 
Coffee, Tea, Sugar, 
Supplies for Receptions, etc.  $186.38 
Total Cash on Hand   $138.80 
 

Counters’ Report 
A faithful group of volunteers count and record the weekly giving of parishioners and 
visitors to St. Barnabas Church, as well as all special donations given at Thanksgiving, 
Easter, and Christmas, or to the Primate’s World Relief and Development Fund, the 
Building Fund, and other special accounts. The records kept by the counters form the 
basis of recognition for issuing tax receipts. 
 
This year we were blessed to welcome two new Counters to our group, bringing us to 
five teams. This means that each team is called on to count every fifth week, and that 
holidays and special services can be covered with less demand on individual Counters. 
Over the Christmas season, there were teams available for all Sunday services, the 
Crèche service, and the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services. 
 
Jean Codrington continues to support the Counters with weekly reminders to those on 
duty. Her effort is much appreciated and ensures that scheduled duties are not 
accidently overlooked. All the Counters are conscientious in arranging trades with other 
teams when one or more members are unable to fulfill their duty on a scheduled day, 
so that only unanticipated events, such as illness, require our spare to be called in. The 
Wardens are also trained in counting procedures so they may step in during an 
emergency. 
 
I wish to extend my most sincere thanks to each member of this ministry. We would be 
happy to welcome additional Counters so that more people could be trained and gain 
the experience necessary to continue this important function. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sandra Everitt 
Counters Coordinator 
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Envelope Secretary’s Report 

 
January 1, 2017 - December 31, 2017 

 
General Offerings                            No. of Envelope Donors                                  Total Amount 
 
Less than $150     15               $973.00 
$151 - $250      09            $1,778.50 

$251 - $350      11            $3,295.50 
$351 - $500     09            $3,985.00 
$501 - $750     18          $11,005.00 
$751 - $1000     07            $6,391.00 
$1001 - $1500     18          $22,832.00 
$1501 - $2000     07          $11,736.00 

$2001 - $3000     11          $28,437.00 
$3001 - $5000     05          $17,830.00 
More than $5000             _ 02__          $12,145.00 
                112           $120,408.00 
 

Our number of envelope donors increased by five this past year, but revenue is down, 
overall.  
 
Last year, there were 17 envelope donors in the less than $250 range; this year, there 
are 24, with more than half contributing less than $150 annually. Even if all five new 
envelope donors were to have given less than $250 this year, it would not explain the 
increase in the two bottom tiers. 
 
There was an increase in the $351-750 range also, and a decrease in the number of 
donors who contribute between $751-1000. However, we are fortunate that the 
envelope donors within the $1001– 2000 range have continued to be generous, as were 
those in the $3001-5000 category. We also observed an increase in the number of 
donors with yearly donations of $2001-3000 – the tier from which we received most of 
our revenue. 
 
Several parishioners have made the shift to PAR (Pre-Authorized Remittance). Two have 
bravely gone paperless, while seven others are using a combination of PAR and 
envelopes. 
 
Sincerely, 
Kimberly Shane 
Envelope Secretary 
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Fundraising: Beat the Winter Blues Report 
 
The date for this event was really early this year—January 23rd. We had 50 people in 
attendance, and a fun evening was had by all. We received monetary donations from 
those who purchased tickets, but could not come, which added to our total number of 
tickets sold: 80 tickets for $20 each. A total of $1,815 was raised. After a discussion with 
Ven. Pamela, 10% of our proceeds were earmarked for the PWRDF Clean Water 
Project. 
 
We had light refreshments during the evening, which were supplied by members of the 
parish. All soft drinks, water and punch were donated, along with paper plates. There 
were no expenses for the evening.   
 
I want to thank our DJ, Rich Jones, who provided excellent music. Rich has been 
performing for us for the past two years and we can't thank him enough for the time he 
has given to this event. We had a small dance trophy that was awarded by the 
committee to Peter and Trudy Vatcher, who really danced up a storm. 
 
I wish to thank everyone who helped with this event. Posters, ticket sales, food 
preparation, set-up and clean-up would not have been a success without you all. 
 
In His Service, 
Jeannette Barr 
 

Greeters Ministry 
The two regular Greeters for the 8:00 a.m. service continue to do excellent 
work. As for the 10:30 a.m. service, there are only seven Greeters presently.  
We did have 12 at the beginning, but two are serving the church in other 
capacities and one has taken a temporary leave of absence for personal 
reasons. We hope to have her back soon.   

 
Thanks to all who willingly accept to serve in this very important ministry in the church. 
Our goal is to try to make all worshipers feel welcome and comfortable. 
      
The Greeters also distribute periodic mailings to parishioners to help cut down on 
postage expenses for the church. This seems to be working very well. We continue to 
involve others by having them take the communion vessels to the altar at the Offertory, 
and help with the collection. We also try to keep our little ones amused by supplying 
coloring books and crayons. 
     
Our goal this year is to find others willing to join this ministry. They will find being a 
Greeter very satisfying. We welcome you. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lorna Phelan 
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Hand Bell Choir 
 

Hello everyone, 
 
Each year I mention how quickly the year goes by, and this year is no 
exception!  We have continued to practice on Monday nights and play 
in church on Sundays, generally once a month. We played at the Easter, 
St. Barnabas Day, and Lessons and Carol services.  

 
This year felt a little less hectic, although some of the choir did go to the Hand Bell 
festival at McMaster University in Hamilton, Ontario. The theme of this festival was United 
We Ring from C to C.  
 
Jada Smith could not continue ringing with the group as of the fall session, but her sister 
Taijah came on board! Emmanuel Perinpanayagam also joined the choir, so he is doing 
double duty in the vocal and Hand Bell choirs! Welcome to both of our new members. 
They are doing a great job! 
 
Our choir members are: Barbara Arnold, Nathan Callender, Emily Horvat, Megan 
Horvat, Nicky Horvat, Emmanuel Perinpanayagam, Gareth Richardson, Taijah Smith, 
Norris Wood, my co-director Wendy Pingree, and me, Sari Tuominiemi. 
 
I have been playing Hand Bells for so long, but it is still something very important in my 
life, and I continue to enjoy it. The choir is a great group of people, and we have a lot 
of fun together. 
 
Thank you, the congregation of St. Barnabas, for your continuing support. We thank 
God for being in our lives through music. It warms the soul. 
 
Best regards, 
Sari Tuominiemi 
 

Bells of St Barnabas—Financial Report 2017 
 
Balance in account Jan. 1 2017………………………………………………………… $669.63 
 
DEPOSITS 2017: 
 
September 14, 2017 donation of $10.00 by each ringer to help defray annual Ontario 
Guild of English Hand Bell Ringers (OGEHR) membership fees…………………….. $90.00 
 
TOTAL DEPOSITS…………………………………………………………………………......  $90.00 
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WITHDRAWALS 2017: 
 
January 19, 2017 purchase of new rubber springs to replace old, cracked ones in 
several bells. ……………………..……………………………….………………………...  $91.10 
 
February 13, 2017 cheque to Hand Bells etc. for the purchase of Festival 2017 music  
…………………………………………………………………………………………………$321.67 
 
September 29, 2017 cheque to OGEHR for annual choir membership fees …. $180.00 
 
TOTAL WITHDRAWALS……………………………………………………………………...$592.77 
 
Balance in account December 31, 2017……………………………………………..$166.86 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Wendy Pingree 
 
 

Music Ministry Report 
 
On many levels, 2017 was encouraging for the music program at St. 
Barnabas. While we faced challenges, we worked hard at producing 
quality and inspiring music for the congregation and managed to 
overcome some tough deadlines to showcase new pieces. 
 

Choir membership is holding steady overall, and we had the chance to present works 
by some of the great authors of Protestant church music, including Tallis (To Mock Your 
Reign), Bach (Christians Shout for Joy and Gladness), Stainer (Beloved, Let Us Love), 
Lloyd-Webber (Pie Jesu), Willan (Sing to the Lord of Harvest), J. Wilcocks (Lord, Make Me 
an Instrument of Your Peace), and Wilberg (O, Light of Life). We were accompanied for 
a number of our anthems by brass, Bells and percussion, and managed some trickier 
works with three- and four-part harmony. 
 
Unfortunately, illness and injury have occasionally led to irregular attendance, and we 
sadly lost our dedicated brother Winston Griffith to cancer. Despite these challenges, 
there has been exemplary resilience and dedication on the part of our choristers. 
 
We’ve also made strides in the quality and variety of our service music, including an 
enhanced repertoire of harmonizations and descants for hymns, and the integration of 
more elaborate Preludes and Postludes, for which the information is now printed in the 
bulletins. These include organ works from some of history’s most influential composers, 
and jazz arrangements of popular hymns for piano. We have been joined by Mikaela 
Tolf on trumpet, and have had the chance to incorporate both acoustic and electric 
guitar into our services. Furthermore, the MIDI-capabilities of our organ have been 
increasingly used, allowing us to simulate the sound of some of the world’s great 
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organs. Some or our guest and substitute musicians included the impressive pianist 
Marcus Tom-Pack, the award-winning organist Helen Tucker, and our own piano 
student Emmanuel Perinpanayagam. 
 
While we had the pleasure of welcoming the St. BarnaBrass quartet for parts of 2017, 
they have taken up residence elsewhere for the time-being, but have offered to come 
back and assist us in our services in the future. 
 
Expenses for the music program have been minimal, including as few piano tunings as 
possible, and an inexpensive space-heater that allows the Organist to practice without 
heating the entire sanctuary. Very little sheet music was purchased, and we’ve 
reduced costs by using music from the public domain, from the Music Director’s 
personal collection, or by singing original arrangements composed by the Music 
Director. 
 
Projects for 2018 include increasing our variety of guest musicians, encouraging stronger 
congregational singing during hymns, further enhancing the sound of our organ 
through computers, learning more of the service music in four-part harmony, and 
incorporating more guitar into the services. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Matthew Lane 

 

Parish Family Life 
 

Happy New Year, 
 

Parish Family Life members have been very busy this past year. Because of their 
dedication, we have been able to support our church by organizing various fellowship 
gatherings and events. Thank you to Ven. Pamela, Lorne R., St. Clair C., and Kimberly S. 
for their support. We also appreciate all of those who helped at the Fall Fair. We hope 
that with good health and strength we will be able to continue with our work. 
 

Events 
Welcome Back to Church Soup Sunday, Family Breakfasts (with special guests), funeral 
receptions, Hot Cross Buns Social, Bishop Mary’s visit and St. Clair’s Award Presentation 
Lunch, Carol Service reception, coffee hours. 
 

Assisted Events 
Garage Sale, Pancake Supper, Trim the Tree, Beat the Winter Blues. 
 

Contributions/Outreach 
Meals on Wheels, Women’s Shelter, West Island Food Bank, Suitcases for Africa, 
Samaritan’s Purse, PCP Group, White Gift Sunday, October Harvest, CLSC (Lac St. Louis 
Pierrefonds Foundation). 
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Contributions to the Church 
Gift donations, kitchen supplies, repairs to the kitchen, Church Trust Fund. 
 
God bless us all, 
Mabel Georges and Sylvia Jones 
 

 
Family Life FINANCIAL Report 2017 

 
Opening Balance:     $366.20 
 
Receipts: 
 
Soup Sunday:    $225.00 
Suitcases for Africa:    $584.35 
Fall Fair:             $1,635.00 
                         $2,444.35 
 
Total Receipts:                                  $2,810.55 
 
Disbursements: 
 
Suitcases for Africa:    $584.35 
Dishwasher Repairs:    $175.20 
CLSC (Lac St. Louis PFDS Foundation): $170.00 
Church Trust Fund:            $1,500.00 
              $2,429.55 
 
Final Balance:              $381.00 
 
 

PRAYER Ministries:  
Bulletin Prayer Care: 
 
Each week, a list of prayer requests is included in the bulletin. The prayer list is 
separated into acute and chronic sections. The names are submitted by 
parishioners, and first names only are used, to protect privacy, 
 
If you have submitted a name, we would very much appreciate receiving regular 
updates. Please let us know if there is someone whose name should be added or 
removed. Contact Kathleen at 514-684-7367, or the Church Office at 514-684-4460. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Kathleen Davies 
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Chapel Prayer Companions 
 

 Throughout 2017, members of the Chapel Prayer Ministry continued 
to provide support through prayer to members of our church family.   

 
After Communion, Prayer Companions are available in the Chapel to pray with anyone 
seeking prayer. Ten Prayer Companions are presently involved in this ministry. One 
Companion is available at the 8:00 a.m. service, and two at the 10:30 a.m. service. 
 
The Chapel is always open to anyone who wishes to have prayers for him/herself, 
family, friends, co-workers, neighbours, or anyone with a known need. Prayers are 
offered up for healing, support, thanksgiving, and many other circumstances that the 
participants bring to the Lord.   
 
Whatever is shared with a Chapel Prayer Companion is treated with total 
confidentiality. 
 
In God’s service, 
Joan Stephens 
 

PWRDF Representative Report 
 

In the Diocese of Montreal, all PWRDF (Primate’s World Relief & Development Fund) 
meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month (excluding summer) at 
Fulford Hall, Cathedral Place. This past year, there were three events that I would like to 
share with you: the lectures given by two invited guest speakers, the Rev. Annie Ittoshat 
and Dr. Evrard Nahimana, plus the Pikangikum Water Walk.  
 
May 4th 
First, the Rev. Annie Ittoshat spoke passionately about her life as an indigenous person, 
and the struggles she faced with her culture, language, and encounters with others. 
Then, she told PWRDF members that it was our Lord and Saviour who saw her through 
her trials and tribulations. Having faith in His saving grace has helped her to overcome 
all the stumbling blocks in her path. The members of PWRDF congratulated Rev. Annie 
for her insightful lecture and thanked her for being such a courageous and inspirational 
woman.  
 
September 30th 
On a bright, sunny Saturday morning, around 100 participants from the Diocese of 
Montreal gathered at St. Lawrence Anglican Church in LaSalle to raise awareness for 
the Clean Water Project. The Clean Water Project benefits many people affected by 
the lack of potable water, especially those in the First Nations community of 
Pikangikum, in northern Ontario. No representatives from First Nations were able to 
attend. 
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The Rev. Dorothy Samuel led the opening liturgy, during which water was drawn from 
the St. Lawrence River. Buckets of this water were carried by the walkers to show 
respect for the life-giving water that we so often take for granted. After the liturgy 
ended, instructions were given to the walkers, who set off to their starting point around 
10 a.m. The walk began at the corner of Crawford St. and LaSalle Blvd., and ended at 
the corner of Bishop Power Blvd. and LaSalle Blvd. The distance was approximately 7.4 
km. It took about two hours to be completed. 
 
Bishop Mary greeted the participants along the footpath. As we met, Bishop Mary 
offered to help me, since I was carrying a bucket with the water from the opening 
liturgy. I thanked her and said that I was fine, as the bucket was very light. She took a 
few pictures and continued on her way.  
 
Well, the time came for this wonderful experience to end. The walkers reached their 
final destination with much fanfare, shouts of joy, laughter, and chatter. Following a few 
short prayers, the water carried by the walkers was returned to the river by the youth. 
Bishop Mary gave the dismissal, and transportation was provided as needed. 
 
October 19th 
The Rev. R. Macgregor introduced the guest speaker, a very tall, soft-spoken man. Dr. 
Evrard Nahimana is originally from Burundi, and a graduate of Rwanda Medical School. 
He works with the Government of Rwanda as Deputy Chief Medical Officer in charge 
of implementing programs that will benefit the very poor and improve their quality of 
life.  
 
Dr. Evrard said that over the past 10 years, he has witnessed a decline in mortality rates 
thanks to successful medical intervention. Women have been receiving proper health 
care, and improved, quality maternal, newborn, and child care. Dr. Evrard expressed 
his thanks, and emphasized that it would not have been possible to accomplish so 
much without the grant from PWRDF.    
 
As I close my report, may I say: thanks for your prayers and support to PWRDF! May God 
bless you and your families. And please remember—people don’t know how much you 
care until you show them.  
 
Much love in Christ, 
Hazel Sandiford 
PWRDF Representative 
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Seniors Residences 
 
During the year 2017, Archdeacon Pamela Yarrow led Communion 
services at three seniors’ residences: Centre d'Accueil Pierrefonds, Centre 
d'Accueil Dollard-des-Ormeaux, and the Symphony Residence in 
Pierrefonds. 
 

Thank you to the ladies who regularly visit with us and help with the residents and 
services: Kathleen Davies, Joan Turpin, and Lenora Brown. Also thank you to our extra 
volunteers who assist when needed: Diana Brossard and Madeleine Fortin Simpson. 
 
Blessings, 
Bev Jarvis 
 

Servers’ Guild Report 
 

After serving faithfully for many years, Mr. Edward Dwarka resigned from his position as 
Head Server in July, 2017. Archdeacon Pamela Yarrow asked me to be Coordinator of 
the Servers Guild. Serving at the altar is a vital and important ministry, which requires 
understanding the significance of, and assisting with, the activities at the altar during 
the Holy Communion service. 
 
A Servers’ Guild meeting was held on September 30, 2017.  We are thankful to the 
youth, parents, and other adults who attended this meeting. At that time, a draft roster 
of duties was prepared for the subsequent months. The latest version of the Servers’ 
Guild Guidelines booklet, updated by Archdeacon Pamela, was also provided for each 
Guild member. Presently there are nine servers. They were commissioned by 
Archdeacon Pamela on Sunday December 3, 2017. 
 
It is my prayer that many more youth and adults will join the Servers’ Guild and share in 
this rewarding ministry. 
 
With God’s Blessings, 
Christian Stephens 
 

Sunday School Report 
 
Since last January, we have done a lot. For Easter, we did a song with 
actions called My God Is So Big, and for Mother’s Day gave a Tea Party.  
In September, we introduced Stewardship to the Sunday School, and did 
a presentation for the congregation on Stewardship Sunday in October 
called Stewardship Popcorn. We held our (scary) Halloween party, and 

prepared a dramatic reading for Remembrance Day called The Empty Chair. For each 
of the four Sundays in Advent, the kids dressed in costumes and delivered monologues 
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based on witnesses to the nativity: the angel Gabriel, a shepherd, Mary and Joseph, 
and Melchior, one of the Magi. Of course, to end the year we had our Christmas 
pageant, this year called Teach the Children. 
 
We have five Sunday School kids registered this year. Attendance is sporadic. We also 
have two youth who join us, one of whom, Jamie, acts as our regular helper. She works 
with the much younger children.  
 
Our curriculum for the fall was taken from Sermon for Kids and Ministry to Children. We 
realized that this curriculum was a bit too young for the older kids, so this winter we are 
trying a pre-teen curriculum from www.preteenministry.net. Our Sunday school 
newsletter is still going strong. The next issue comes out for Easter. 
 
I want to say a big thank you to my assistant Marie-Claire.  I appreciate all you do, and 
while I said it last year, I will say it again: we make a good team. We have fun teaching 
Sunday School! 
 
Cheerfully in Christ, 
Debbie Shane <>< 
 

Synod Delegates’ Report 
 

The Synod was held in June, in Fulford Hall, on the grounds of Christ Church Cathedral, 
and opened with a prayer and blessings by the Right Reverend Bishop Mary Irwin-
Gibson. The Synod was based on the Diocesan response to the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission.  
 
The Synod Eucharist was held at 8:30 a.m. in the Cathedral, during which Bishop Mary 
delivered her charge.  She began by stating that this was the second Synod whose 
theme was, “The Truth and Reconciliation report and our response to it.” She went on to 
say that a three-day Conference Synod will take place next year, and her hope is that 
the participants will develop a deeper understanding of “our reflection and action 
plans on this important matter.” The seven flames in the Truth and Reconciliation 
Commission’s logo, she reminded us, represent the “Seven Sacred Teachings of Truth, 
Humility, Honesty, Wisdom, Respect, Courage, and Love.” These would need to be 
embraced if we are serious about meaningful engagement. 
 
In response to “calls to Action,” Bishop Mary learned to speak some Mohawk and 
attended a Powwow. Her personal goal is to be able to speak some simple phrases 
and to understand the responses as a way to show respect to members of the First 
Nations. She also reported on the result of the vote held at General synod last July to 
amend the Marriage Canon regarding same sex marriages. The motion was carried 
with the required two thirds in each of the houses of Laity, Clergy, and Bishops. Bishop 
Mary then announced the winners of the Bishop’s Award from the various 
Archdeaconries. I am pleased to report that our very own St. Clair Codrington was the 
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winner representing St. Lawrence. This was followed by a list of the various 
appointments, retirements, etc. of which the most noteworthy was the planned 
retirement of the Executive Archdeacon, the Ven.  Bill Gray, effective August 31st, and 
the appointment of his successor, the Rev. Robert Camara. 
 
Bishop Mary next addressed the Diocesan Strategic Plan. 2020 Vision focuses on five key 
goals: Discipleship Development, Parish Financial Health, Vital Church, Leadership, and 
Diocesan Structures. She said that in order, “to move to greater health and vitality” we 
would have to make some tough decisions, such as merging congregations, closing 
churches, and selling some buildings. She said that for too long we have been carrying 
huge deficits and this cannot continue. She said that the properties of the three former 
parishes, St. Paul in Lachine, Trinity in NDG, and St. Stephens in Westmount had been 
sold. On a positive note, the new St. Jax parish was doing well—so much so that it has 
been gaining attention from all across North America. She ended by thanking all the 
staff at Synod Office, and singled out Maria Abate, the Episcopal Secretary, for all the 
hard work and support she provided. 
 
At 10.00 a.m., the Bishop opened the working session, which commenced with a 
number of housekeeping items. The most important of these were:  
 
a) Introduction of ecumenical partners present.  
• Bishop Le Pine of the Roman Catholic Church  
• Dr. Adriana Bara of the Canadian Centre for Human Resources  
• Dean Rev. Jim Slack of Christ the Redeemer Lutheran Church.  
b) The nominations of Valerie Taylor as Lay Secretary and Rev. Sophie Roland as 
Clerical Secretary of Synod.  
c) The adoption of the budget for the year 2017  
d) Acceptance of the Minutes of the 2016 Synod, which were first reviewed followed by 
the motion to accept.  
e) The different Committees of the House were presented and a motion to accept the 
reports from the Committees was carried, and finally 
 f) The Diocesan Council reports from September 2016 to April 2017 were presented by 
the lay and clerical secretaries and accepted following a motion to accept.  
 
The Synod then got down to the main business in the agenda, beginning with “The 
Property Redevelopment Report” which was submitted by Archdeacon Bill Gray. 
Archdeacon Gray said that the goal was to transform properties from burdens into 
opportunities. He said that the new method would be to make professional consultants 
available to the various parishes to assist them in their property development strategy 
and vision going forward. Meanwhile, Diocesan staff, clergy, and Lay Readers may be 
asked to assist with the disposal of surplus diocesan assets.   
 
He proceeded to give a status report on the work so far, as follows:  
Redevelopment Projects: 

St.  Georges, Place du Canada 
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St. Phillips, Montreal West  
St. Barnabas, Pierrefonds  
St. Peters, Town of Mount Royal  

 
Property Evaluation and Assessment:  

St. Mary's, Kirkland 
 
Properties disposed of or to be disposed of:  

Trinity Memorial, NDG 
St. Mark's, Longueil 
St. Paul's, Lachine 
St. Stephens, Westmount 
Many diocesan-owned rectories 

 
The Synod guest speaker followed Archdeacon Gray: Rev. Andrew Geoffrion. Ably 
supported by his wife, Esther, he explained that he was a survivor of the Residential 
School System and addressed the injustices it caused. He also stated that his family had 
a long and faithful tradition with the Anglican Church, and this helped him to become 
who he is today. At the age of 16, he attended seminary in Saskatoon. Because of his 
indigenous background, he was asked to go to Toronto for three months to help the 
Native people there. Three months turned into 16 years and, during that time, he 
obtained a Master's in Divinity.  
 
Rev. Geoffrion’s time was spent helping both traditional and non-traditional people. 
From the Church of the Redeemer – his spiritual home -- he reached out to 
intergenerational groups and coordinated investments to the Centre for Indigenous 
Studies at the University of Toronto. While there, he realized that although discrimination 
was still present, we can only follow our dreams and move forward by coming to terms 
with forgiveness, and seeking reconciliation. 
 
The Bishop thanked Rev. Geoffrion and his wife for their participation in the Synod and 
presented them with two gifts: a copy of The Book of the Beginning of the Diocese, and 
a monetary gift which was equivalent to the Synod 8.30 a.m. collection.  
 
Afterward, a special presentation was made by Ms. Ann Cumym on behalf of the 
Primate's World Relief and Development Fund, urging Synod to lobby the Government 
on behalf of the 500 residents of Pikangikum, a First Nation Territory in Northwestern 
Ontario, who are in desperate need of potable water.  
 
When Synod reconvened after lunch, the Chancellor spoke about the committee to 
revise Canon 1, which pertains to the election of the Bishop and Suffragan Bishop. 
Many suggestions were made by the Committee, but more work must be done before 
the results can be brought to Synod.  
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This was followed by an open forum where attendees were encouraged to speak on 
topics of their own choosing. A few brave souls including Rev Sophie Roland, Rev. 
Michael Robson, Rev. Nick Pang, and Rev. Chris Barrigar spoke to the gathering. 
 
Finally, Bishop Mary announced again that Executive Archdeacon Bill Gray was 
leaving. She thanked him for the work he had done in the Diocese and presented him 
with a card and a gift of stained glass. The Ven. Bill Gray's last function was to thank all 
those who made the Synod a success. The Synod ended with a prayer and blessing 
from Bishop Mary. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Geoffrey Alleyne and Christian Stephens 

 
West Island Food Bank Collection (Fonds de Dépannage) 

Once a month, non-perishable food items are collected in our wheelbarrow and 
delivered to the Fonds de Dépannage in Roxboro. Since September 2017, I have taken 
on the delivery of these items. The folks at the Food Bank are always very grateful for 
our donations. I am greeted with smiling faces and many thank yous. 
 
Thank you to all who contribute food items each month. Hunger is a constant issue for 
some people, and every bit we donate helps. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Wendy Pingree 
 

Worship Committee 

The committee meets once a month to select hymns for all services. 
Meetings are chaired by the Music Director, and 
members come with their prepared lists of hymns to discuss. We select 

hymns with the help of the church calendar and the list of Sunday Bible readings, and 
by referring to the McCausland’s Order of Divine Service, which suggests hymns for all 
occasions.  
 
If you would like to suggest any hymns for us to consider, please speak to one of the 
following committee members, and we will try to incorporate your suggestaions where 
appropriate: 
Matthew Lane (Music Director), the Ven. Pamela Yarrow (Incumbent), Marcia Clarke 
(Secretary), Audrey Clarke, Kathleen Davies, Wendy Pingree, Debbie Shane, George 
Thomas. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Kathleen Davies 

St. Barnabas Church FINANCIAL Statements & Reviewers’ Report, Dec. 31, 2017, 

& the 2018 Proposed BUDGET: to be presented on or before March10, 2018. 


